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Mishlei 03-02

Connecting to the
Source of Wisdom (3:5 — 3:10)

Key Concepts

In Gan Eden when man gained the power of bechirah (free will), he lost something
precious. He lost the fullness of his bond to Hashem and the instinctive sense of
having been created by Him. His mind became clouded with the illusion that he was
an independent being who could choose to do as he wished. It was no longer obvious
to him that everything which happened in the world was Hashem’s will. He no longer
knew in his heart that even when he made a choice, the physical outcome would be
determined by the Creator.

The challenge that man now had was to overcome the illusion that he was the owner
of his wisdom. His task was to use that wisdom to connect back to the Source of
wisdom. This was extremely difficult for him to do and it took many generations
before Avraham Avinu came on the scene and fully re-established the bond between
man and his Creator.

Exploring Mishlei

We, who are Avraham’s descendants, have the benefit of his spiritual legacy and the
teachings of the Torah. We need to make use of these resources to make the
connection with the Creator that is so important to our avodas Hashem. In this
segment Mishlei offers us four basic guidelines to help us implement these teachings.

PART 1. AUTHENTICITY. Act only on authentic wisdom — the wisdom of Torah.

AYYR YN TNP2 9N 729 921N 9K N3 ()
(5) Trust in Hashem with all your heart and don’t rely on your
understanding.

PART 2. AWARENESS. Always be aware of Hashem — the Source of Wisdom.
SPHNIN WY XM INYT P77 522 ()

(6) Know Him in all your ways and He will smooth your paths.
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PART 3. HUMILITY. Don’t take pride in your wisdom.

PYY TIYY NN TN (M) Y90 MDY N NN NP PPY3 0N NN N (1)
DIYY?

(7) Don’t be wise in your own eyes. Fear Hashem and turn away from evil.
(8) It will be health to your navel and the marrow of your bones.

PART 4. GRATITUDE. Be grateful for your wisdom.

VYD) YAV PRONX NI () ADNIAN D IYNIM INNN N NN T2 (V)
NI A
(9) Honor Hashem with your wealth and the first of all your produce. (10)

[Then] your storehouses will be filled with plenty and the wine of your vats
will burst forth.

Learning Mishlei

PART 1. AUTHENTICITY.

722 922N SN NVA (M)
Trust in Hashem — ' DN NV and His wisdom, as revealed in the Torah — with
all your heart — "[35 7:)3. Let your decisions in life be based on that wisdom. It

would be foolish arrogance to think that you can achieve your selfish objectives by
following your own thoughts when they go against Hashem’s will.

VYN DX NP2 N

Let Hashem’s wisdom be your only guide and don’t rely on your understanding
— yun N TJhra bt_j_{] which may be self-serving. Accordingly. don’t put your
trust in the illusory power of your wealth and in promises that people have made to
you. If you do, you are really placing your trust in yourself, and the assessment you
have personally made. Instead, place your trust in Hashem, and you can be
assured of a satisfactory outcome, for the power to determine the outcome is really
in His hands, not yours.
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PART 2. AWARENESS.

MYT YT 973 0)
Don’t limit your commitment to Hashem to the major issues in life. Be aware of His
presence and apply His wisdom in everything you do, no matter how small. Always
consider whether you are pleasing Him by your action. This means that you should
know Him in all your ways — YT 7277 b‘.}:}. Remember, that everything in
your life depends on Him.

| ’ZD'I'\‘]'N ‘\\_’_)'2? NI
If you make a sincere effort to involve the wisdom of Hashem in your every action,
He will be there to help you every step of the way and He will smooth your

paths — PHNIN IY? XN so that you will succeed in what you do.

PART 3. HUMILITY.

PPy 0N NN IN (3)
Remember that wisdom is a gift from Hashem and should not be misused. When
you are being admonished, don’t be wise in your own eyes — 02f) NN N

T°PY2 and say you know better. And when you achieve success don’t pat yourself
on the back for your shrewdness. Your success came from Hashem.

M) NOY N N XY
Don’t be misled by your pride. Fear Hashem — ' DX N9%, Who created you and
watches over you. It is only with His help that you wiil be.able to overcome your
bad middos and turn away from evil — ¥9) 930).

TV NN MR (D)
SPIINYYD NPY)

By turning way from what is bad you will be pleasing your Creator. It will also make
you a better person, morally and physically. Thus, it will be a source of health to
your navel — "[")\?:' DN MNOY  which symbolizes the flow of nutrients to your
body when you were an embryo in your mother’'s womb. And it will infuse strength
to the structure of your body as symbolized by the marrow of your bones —

PDMLYP MPY).
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PART 4. GRATITUDE.

NN 'N NN 723 (V)
You are indebted to your Creator for giving you wisdom. Honor Hashem — 923
) DN by serving Him with everything that He has given you. Honor him with

your wealth — f[;"m)g and everything you you possess, including your wisdom
and all your talents. If you are blessed with a good voice, honor Hashem with it by
singing beautiful zemiros and tefillos to inspire others.

SINIAN 72 TIYNPN
And give the first of all your produce — JNNIAN 75 MYNI to the Kohanim
and Leviim, so that they can devote themselves to guiding the people. Then they
can serve as a conduit for the blessings of Hashem to His nation. If you have been

blessed with wisdom, devote the best of your abilities to learning and teaching
Torah.

YIY PROX NI 0)
:NS"\Q? L RR TP \’)i"\’m
Don’t let your devotion be inhibited by the cost of doing mitzvos and giving
tzedakah. The blessings of Hashem’s bounty will come back to you. Your
storehouses will be filled with plenty — Y2V PPON IN?1®?) and the wine of
your vats will burst forth — 899 P2AP VYPN) with fullness. Just as your
material assets will be blessed so will your spiritual endeavors, such as building

institutions of learning and kindness, for you have devoted the best of your
intellectual powers to serving Hashem.

Sources

The primary sources used in the interpretation of the verses of this segment are
listed below.

mTEn - n JITIRD XM AR PRAT I 0T - 1
w15 a0 37257 73 A e - v aabn
072%n TRAT RTY 73R - MTIRA 737 13720 -

072%n mIr 1027 Ry AR v -7
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