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Accountability

Key Concepts

It is human nature to assume that when things go well they will continue to go well.

A person who knows he is doing what is morally or ethically wrong, but sees that

life is good, may find it easy to convince himself that he will not be held to account

for his sins. Mishlei reminds him in this segment that in the end he will have to pay

for every offense against his Creator.

Exploring Mishlei

:t �y«uj �u g �J �r�h �F ; �t o�K �J�h . �r �t�C eh �S �m i �v (tk)
(31) If the tzadik is repaid while yet on earth; how much more so will the

rasha and the sinner!

This proverb suggests that the sinner learn a lesson from the life of the the tzadik.

Even though the tzadik is on a high spiritual plane, he is held to account for every

sinful act. Even though David HaMelech was a very righteous king, he had to

endure severe torment because of the few sins of which he was guilty. He was only

forgiven after undergoing an intense period of teshuvah (repentance). 

Thus, the tzadik is repaid on earth for every sin. Accordingly, the rasha (wicked

person) who is guilty of a pattern of sinful behavior, whether intentional or through

carelessness, must come to the conclusion that he will ultimately have to pay for

his offense, either in this life or in the World to Come. 

Learning Mishlei

o�K �J�h . �r �t�C eh �S �m i �v (tk)
:t �y«uj �u g �J �r�h �F ; �t

If the tzadik is repaid — o�K �J�h eh 	S�m i �v  for his slightest offense while he is yet
on earth — .�r �t�C, how much more so will the wicked rasha and the
inadvertent sinner — t �y«uj �u g �J�r�h 	F ; �t   have to render an accounting for their
sins, either here or in the next world!  
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Additional Insights
A series of insights illuminating this proverb are presented below. The numbers

identifying the insights refer to the listing of sources at the end of the segment. The

insights are grouped by whether the emphasis is on teaching a person to expect to

pay for his sins (as in the explanation above), or whether the emphasis is on

teaching him to expect payment of reward or punishment for his deeds, as

appropriate.

PAYMENT FOR SIN

(1)  If the tzadik is punished in this world for his sins, a rasha will surely be

punished, either in this world or the world to come.

PAYMENT FOR DEEDS IN GENERAL

(2) If the tzadik is rewarded in this world for his good deeds, the rasha will

surely be punished for his bad deeds, either in this world or the world to

come.

(3) Even when the tzadik is suffering for his bad deeds in this world while the

rasha is benefiting from his good deeds, the payment for the bad deeds of

the rasha and good deeds of the tzadik will surely come in the next world.

Sources
The primary sources used for the additional insights illuminating this segment are

listed below. 

v"rar 'vsuvhn yca ',usumn 'lhakt 'h"ar - (1)
trzg ict - (2)

't"rdv 'thhjh ict 'hrhtnv 'vbuh ubhcr - (3)
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