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Mizmor 092
A Day for Thinking

Key Concepts

This is the third in the series of 11 mizmorim that were originally composed by Moshe
Rabbeinu and subsequently incorporated into Tehilim by David. It was designed to be
sung in Bais HaMikdash as the Song of the Day for Shabbos, the seventh day of the
week.

The mizmor calls our attention to the special opportunity that Shabbos offers — to
think deeply into the world that Hashem has given us. Since on Shabbos we are not
harried by the ordinary demands of our working lives, this day of rest encourages us to
think beyond the surface appearances and fallacies that undermine our emunah and
bitachon in Hashem’s justice.

The mizmor offers as a focus of this contemplation the typical injustice and unfairness
that we contend with every day. If Hashem represents truth and justice, why does He
tolerate the apparent success of unworthy people? Why must good people be
subjected to pain and suffering? The answer requires digging into our own mental
resources, but is available to those who seek it.

We are caught up and confused by illusions because we look at events with a limited,
short-term perspective. On Shabbos we can open our minds to the Divine perspective
of a larger existence that does not stop with what we see every day, but extends into
the long-term spiritual reality of human existence in this world and the eternity of the
next.

Exploring the Mizmor

PART 1. SETTING THE TONE. In order to open our minds to the challenging ideas of
this mizmor, it begins by reestablishing our foundation of gratitude and emunah in
Hashem. That is done through the emotional power of music.
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(1) A mizmor, a song for the day of Shabbos. (2) It is good to give thanks to
Hashem and to sing praises to Your Name, Most High. (3) To tell of your
kindness in the morning of your faithfulness in the nights. (4)
[Accompanied] by a ten-stringed instrument and bagpipe with meditative
music on a harp. (5) For You have gladdened me, Hashem, with Your
actions; I sing joyously at the works of Your hands. (6) How great are your
works, Hashem; how deeply profound are your thoughts.

PART 2. UNEARNED SUCCESS. The mizmor now proceeds to help us understand the
unearned success and apparent prosperity that we see around us. We are reminded
to look beneath the surface and recognize that the happiness of the wicked is an
illusion, which will ultimately be cut short. Hashem’s existence as the Creator and
Provider is eternal and so He is well-placed to guarantee that the scales of justice
will ultimately be balanced.
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(7) A simple-minded person does not know, nor does a fool understand all
this. (8) When the wicked flourish like grass and when all evil doers
blossom, it is so that they may be destroyed forever. (9) But You remain on

high forever, Hashem. (10) Surely, Your enemies, Hashem will perish; all
evildoers will be scattered.

PART 3. SURVIVAL OF THE RIGHTEQUS. The mizmor visualizes the ultimate survival
of law-abiding people despite the vicious attacks of their enemies. The insults and
threats will soon be forgotten because the righteous have been anointed with a flow
of ever-fresh oil.
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(11) You raised my horn [of strength] like that of a noble creature of the
wild; I have been anointed with ever-fresh oil. (12) My eyes have seen [the

downfall of] my ever-watching foes; when I am attacked by wicked
antagonists, my ears hear [Your assurance].
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PART 4. THE RIGHTEOUS FLOURISH. The mizmor concludes with the image of the
long-term prosperity of the righteous people. Such people are likened to tall and
sturdy trees, whose life span extends far into the future, reinforcing the lesson of
Hashem’s eternal justice. That lesson is then concluded emphatically by the ringing
statement, “There is no injustice in Him.”
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(13) The righteous man will flourish like the date palm; he will thrive like
the cedar of Lebanon. (14) Planted in the house of Hashem, they will
flourish in the courtyards of our G-d. (15) They will still be fruitful in old

age; they will be vigorous and fresh, (16) declaring that Hashem is straight
and upright. He is my Rock and there is no injustice in Him.

Learning the Mizmor
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This mizmor is a song — “PY MY to be performed in the Bais HaMikdash on
the day of Shabbos — N2V OY).
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Shabbos is the day when my freedom from mundane occupations enables me to
devote more of my thoughts to my relationship with Hashem. Therefore, especially

on this day, it is good to give thanks to You, Hashem — 'N? N¥TNY 2V and to
sing praises to Your Name — "[)3\')7 ‘1)9!?%. You are recognized by all of mankind

as the Most High — )Y, even by those who worship lesser forces.
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Regardless of my current situation, I welcome Shabbos with joy. It is a day for me
to tell of your kindness in the morning — T700 9922 DY at the dawn of
better times for all of mankind, and it is a day for me to tell of your faithfulness
in the nights — 119’92 TNINN) of darkest exile when I look to Your promise of
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redemption.
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My words in praise and gratitude to You are accompanied by a ten-stringed
instrument — VY ’__bg and the stirring melody of the ten-tone bagpipe — ’_?gm_
b:___l;, with meditative music on the ten-stringed harp — 9922 17 ’_?g. The

variety of instruments corresponds to the variety of things to be thankful for. Their
wondrous harmonies and moving melodies inspire me to greater depths of spiritual
insight.
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For You have gladdened me, Hashem, with Your actions — ' 29NV
19¥93, which are intellectually gratifying like the Shabbos itself that offers man
time to reflect on the meaning of what has been accomplished during the previous
six days. I sing joyously at the works of Your hands —y9N 77’ "\_{)gpg ,

including the wonders of nature and the special miracles that You have done for
me.
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How great are your works, Hashem — ') PWYyn 3:"[3 NN! We can only wonder

at the awesomeness of Your Creation and we can only feel completely incapable of
assessing what You have wrought. Deeply profound are your thoughts — ‘TN)Q

PPNIAYVNN IPNY, which are at the basis of all the phenomena of nature and of all

the events of history.
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A simple-minded person does not know — Y1 NY 9¥2 ¥N, nor does a

self-centered fool understand all this — INY NN 12?2 ND DYD9) that is outlined in

the coming verses, for the lesson that Shabbos is designed to teach requires
humility and a willingness to learn. As a result they are likely to renounce their faith
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in the ultimate justice and fairness of Hashem.
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When the wicked flourish like grass — 2Wy 09 ©YY9 NI92 and when all
evil doers blossom — N Y9 D 1NN they do not realize that it is only so

that they may be destroyed forever — 1y »1y D‘[D\Q‘nb Their prosperity was

Hashem’s way of rewarding them for their few good deeds in this world, in order to
deny them the World to Come. It has always been true that whenever nations

have succumbed to moral corruption, they have produced tyrants who in turn
proved to be the scourges of their own people.
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But You remain on high forever, Hashem — ') DPY¥Y DN NPN) and see all.

You always have the upper hand and will ensure justice is served, if not in this
world, then in the world to come. In the end there is no alternative for the wicked
but to accept Your judgment. As for the man of evil, no direct act of Divine
intervention is even necessary to eradicate him. He will self-destruct.
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Based on what we have already seen, we are convinced that surely Your
enemies, Hashem — ' PN NN *I, will eventually perish — PPN 1IN

Y7AN> through Your intervention; all evildoers will eventually be scattered —

N DY D Y1991 because of their own disunity.
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As for any success I have, it is not my own doing; it is You. You raised my horn
of strength like that of a noble creature of the wild — )9 OXN92 091, which

owes its stature to You. I have been anointed with ever-fresh oil — Jp¥2 'nY2

)39, symbolizing material enjoyment as well as spiritual and moral consecration.
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My eyes have seen the downfall of my ever-watching foes — "JW)Q )y VM,
who lie in wait for me and watch for a moment of weakness. When I am attacked
by wicked antagonists that hate what I stand for — ©Y90 ’?)T’ D072, my ears

hear — "IN NIYNVYN an assurance from Heaven that they will not succeed.
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The righteous man will flourish like the tall date palm — NY9? 99N P71y,
producing his fruit in the form of offspring. He will thrive like the towering cedar
of Lebanon — 1)¥? 111292 YIND, which grows to be strong and enduring. Like
fragrance of the cedar, the righteous man will be renowned for his good deeds.
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Planted in the house of Hashem — 'N M2 ©INY, with their roots drawing

vigor and strength from the Torah, they will flourish throught the nation in all of
the courtyards of our G-d —)H19? IPON NN .
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They will still be fruitful in old-age — ‘ﬂ:,l’\’):l n:m} 19y, continually increasing in
wisdom as they grow older. They will be vigorous and fresh — 0y O’J\_’_)"-'[
»,

N Y22 TINY (V)

32 NN NIV
declaring that Hashem is straight and upright — ' 9¥? »3 ‘1’3‘0? as is evident
from the prosperity of the righteous and the downfall of the wicked. He is my Rock
and there is no injustice in Him — 2 NN N2 NN,
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Sources

The primary sources used in the interpretation of the verses in this mizmor are
listed below.
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