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 72-Mishlei 20 

Soul 

Key Concepts 

What is the soul? It is a critical part of each human being, the spiritual component 

which makes him a living person. It is the spiritual oxygen with which Hashem 

breathes life into a man every day from the moment he wakes up in the morning.  

It is also like the man’s life blood which flows throughout his physical body. Just as 

the health of the body is reflected in the condition of the blood, so is the spiritual 

health of the human being reflected in the condition of his soul. Just as a doctor 

can diagnose the condition of the physical body by analyzing his blood, Hashem 

has given us a window into our own spiritual state.  

Exploring Mishlei 

ֵרי ָבֶטן:  ה'ֵנר  (כז) ַמת ָאָדם ֹחֵפׂש ָכל ַחדְׁ  ִנשְׁ
(27) The soul of man is the lamp of Hashem  

with which He searches all innermost parts.  

In effect, Hashem has created a way of looking into every aspect of our spiritual 

health. Thus, the soul is the lamp of Hashem, the instrument by which our 

spiritual health can be seen and recorded on a day-by-day basis. For each person, 

the soul serves as his conscience, alerting him to spiritual deficiencies which need 

to be corrected. Unfortunately, not everyone is sensitive to the signals he is 

getting from his conscience. So, the obvious solution is to spend more time 

examining our conscience and reflecting on what it is telling us.  

Learning Mishlei 

(27) The soul of man — ַמת ָאָדם  ִנשְׁ
is the lamp of Hashem —  ה'ֵנר  
with which He searches — ֹחֵפׂש 
all innermost parts. —ֵרי ָבֶטן  ָכל ַחדְׁ
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Additional Insight 

When the time comes for a man to be judged by his Maker, his soul discloses the 

thoughts and intentions which were concealed in the innermost recesses of of his 

consciousness. ( ש"יר ) 

 


